MY JOURNEY AT THE SON CENTRE

My name is Nicole Melaycia Narain, and I have been part of The SON Centre for 21 years, since I was 10 years old, under the leadership of Pastor Keith and Jesse Padayachee. When I look back at my journey, I realise that God has been shaping my life through every season, often in ways I only understood much later.
As a child, I was never a very confident person. I struggled with my image and with putting myself out there, and because of my circumstances growing up, I had to mature fairly quickly. I was easily influenced by how I thought others saw me. Yet, despite those insecurities, I loved coming to church. I loved dancing and singing, and I was drawn to an environment where I constantly heard about Jesus and saw people pray.
Even as a young girl, I learnt something that has stayed with me throughout my life: I could talk to God, and I could ask Him for anything. Through Sunday School and Vacation Bible School, I began learning the stories of Scripture and memorising Bible verses. I didn't realise it then, but those small seeds were laying a foundation for my faith.
As I entered my teenage years, I was given opportunities to participate more actively in church. I remember the first time I had to stand before the congregation and share about the environment and how God's Word related to it. Later, the youth were given opportunities to share portions of God's Word on occasions such as Mother's Day. Those opportunities pushed me beyond my comfort zone and encouraged me to search the Scriptures for myself.
My university years became another important part of my journey. As I faced challenges and uncertainty, my relationship with God grew because I had to learn to depend on Him. Yet I also recognised that there was so much more I needed to understand. I didn't want my relationship with God to simply be about asking Him for something when I needed it, or offering praise and thanksgiving on the surface. I wanted to truly know Him.
The teaching I received at The SON Centre played a significant role in that. Pastor Keith has always taught God's Word with such precision and clarity, presenting Scripture in a way that I could understand and grasp. In fact, I remember being about 10 or 11 years old, going home after church and writing a summary of the message I had heard that Sunday. Looking back, I realise that even then, God was developing in me a hunger for His Word.
In 2019, at the age of 24, I made a promise to myself that I would read the Bible from beginning to end. I had made that promise many times before but never followed through. This time, I did. In 2020, I completed it. That experience changed something in me. I fell more deeply in love with God's Word and began to see the bigger picture of God's relationship with His people and, more importantly, the kind of God we serve.
That same year, during COVID-19, God showed me His faithfulness in a very personal way. I had been unemployed for two years, and while the world was facing uncertainty and people were losing their jobs, God opened a door for me. He spoke for me in rooms I was not present in. I began to recognise a pattern in my own life: with every blessing came a reminder — "I am God. You only need to be still."
It was through these experiences that I learnt to completely depend and rely on God for every decision. I learnt that He is always working things together for our good and His glory, and that sometimes we have to let go of what we think we need in order to allow God to fill us with what He knows we truly need.
The SON Centre has shaped me and caused me to grow immensely. The Word-centred teaching has challenged and convicted the way I make decisions, refined the grace I carry, and continually called me to go deeper with God. It has also given me opportunities to share, encourage and serve others.
My journey in serving began with teaching Sunday School, and over the past two and a half years I have had the privilege of serving among the youth, becoming part of the leadership and assisting with the Bible study programme. At the age of 20, Prophet Shaun Blignaut prophesied that I would teach. At the time, I had no idea what that would look like or how that word would come to pass. Looking back now, I can see how God was preparing me long before I understood it.
For 21 years, The SON Centre has been a place where I have been impacted, cultivated and pruned. From a little girl who simply loved to sing and dance at church, God has been steadily growing me into someone who desires to know His Word, trust His voice, serve His people and live for His glory.
Today, I can stand and give glory to God for raising me as His servant. I know there is still so much more that life holds, and the road will not always be easy. But I have learnt that when God is holding you, His grace will always be sufficient to endure whatever lies ahead. My story is still being written, but one thing I know for certain is this: God has been faithful every step of the way.
